
Cambridge Geography for the IB Diploma: Global Interactions 

Copyright Cambridge University Press 2011. All rights reserved. Page 1 of 2 

Worksheet 16: Sociocultural exchanges 

The political importance of diasporas 

 

1 a What is a diaspora? 

 

b Briefly explain the origin of this term. 
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Figure 16.1 On ‘The Political Importance of Diasporas’. 

(Source: Steven Vertovec, ‘The Political Importance of Diasporas’, Centre on Migration, Policy and 
Society, Working Paper No.13, University of Oxford, 2005.) 
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a Comment on the political importance of the examples of diasporas given in 
Figure 16.1. 

 

 

 

 

b Suggest why the political importance of many diasporas in the United States and 
elsewhere has increased in recent decades. 

 

 

 

 

c Explain how diasporas can come to have considerable economic importance. 

 

 

 

 

 

3 a List the main diasporas in the country in which you live. 

 

 

 

b How do these diasporas organise themselves and how do they relate to mainstream 
culture? 

 

 


