Cambridge Geography for the IB Diploma: Global Interactions

Worksheet 15: Environmental change

Air freight, UK exports and imports

1 a What is air freight?
b In what type of aircraft is air freight carried?

c How does the volume of global air freight compare with the volume of other modes of
freight?

d What would you expect the relationship to be between the value and the volume of air
freight compared to the value and volume of other modes of freight?

2 Study Figures 15.1 and 15.2.
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Figure 15.1 UK air freight exports.
(Source: Overseas Trade Statistics 2007, HMRC)
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Figure 15.2 UK air freight imports.
(Source: Overseas Trade Statistics 2007, HMRC)

a Compare the imports and exports of the UK that are carried by air freight.

b What do you think these goods have in common?

c What has happened to the volume of air freight in recent decades?

d Explain why this is considered to be a significant environmental problem.
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